Baptism
From John Wesley’s A Treatise on Baptism
(Baptism) “What it is: It is the initiatory sacrament, which enters us into a covenant with God. It was instituted by Christ, who alone has the power to institute a proper sacrament, assign, seal, pledge, and means of grace, perpetually obligatory on all Christians. We know not indeed the exact time of its institution; but we know it was long before our Lord's ascension, and it was initiated in the room of circumcision. For, as that was a sign and seal of God's covenant, so is this.”
From John Wesley’s A Treatise on Baptism
(How administered) “The matter of this sacrament is water; which, as it has a natural power of cleaning, is the more fit for this symbolic use. Baptism is performed by washing, dipping, or sprinkling the person, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, who is hereby devoted to the ever-blessed Trinity. I say, by washing, dipping, or sprinkling; because it is not determined in scripture in which of these ways it shall be done, neither by any express precept, nor by any such example as clearly proves it; nor by the forces or meaning of the word baptize.”
From John Wesley’s A Treatise on Baptism
“That there is no except precept, all calm men allow. Neither is there any conclusive example. John's baptism in some things agreed with Christ’s, in others differed from it. But it cannot be certainly proved from scripture, that even John's was performed by dipping. It is true he baptized in Enon, near saline, where there was ‘much water.’ But this might refer to breadth rather than depth; since a narrow place would not have been sufficient for so great a multitude. Nor can it be proved, that the baptism of our Savior, or that administered by the disciples, was by immersion. No, nor that of the eunuch baptized by Philip; though” they both went down to the water,” for that going down may relate to the chariot, and implies no determinate depth of water. It might be up to their knees; it might not be above their ankles.”


The words "baptize" and "baptism" do not necessarily mean dipping 
1 Corinthians 10:1-4  
1. Why did Paul refer to Israel’s history? (10:1)
Click or tap here to enter text.

2. How were the ancient Israelites baptized? (10:2)
Click or tap here to enter text.

Mark 10:37-38 
3. What do you think Jesus meant when he asked this question? (10:37)
Click or tap here to enter text.

4. What "baptism" do you think Jesus was referring to? (10:37)
Click or tap here to enter text.

Acts 2:41 
[bookmark: _Hlk198643519]How realistic is it to think that those three thousand were immersed?  
Click or tap here to enter text.
Benefits of Baptism
First benefit: washes away the guilt of original sin. 
Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—” 


5. What did Adam introduce into the world and pass on to his descendants? (5:12)
Click or tap here to enter text.

6. In what ways are all people the same?
Click or tap here to enter text.

7. At what point in your life did you realize you were guilty of sin?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Second Benefit: We enter into a covenant with God. 
Psalm 111:9 “He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name!” 
Genesis 17:7-8 “And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”
Galatians 3:29 “And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.”  
8. What does the Covenant of Baptism mean to you?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Third Benefit: By baptism, we are admitted into the Church
Galatians 3:27 “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 
9. What new garments did the Galatians put on? (3:27)
Click or tap here to enter text.

1 Corinthians 12:13 “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.”  
10. What unifies all Christians? (12:13)
Click or tap here to enter text.
11. Why should outward appearances or status not matter to us? (12:13)
Click or tap here to enter text.

We are made Children of God
1 John 2:28-3:3 “And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him. See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”  
12. How has the Father lavished love upon believers? (3:1)
Click or tap here to enter text.

13. Why doesn’t the world know Christians? (3:1)
Click or tap here to enter text.

14. What is so great about being a child of God?
Click or tap here to enter text.



Should an infant be baptized?
15. Is this an issue that people often argue about?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Credo-Baptist vs Paedo-Baptist
The pedo-baptist position refers to the practice of baptizing infants and children. This comes from the Greek word for child. 
The credo-baptist defers baptism until the one being baptized is able to make a credible profession of faith for himself. This is related to the Latin word for I believe, which is credo.
How should controversies like this be settled? Historically, Methodists have used the Wesleyan Quadrilateral.
If there is a disagreement between the four, Scripture is what determines the answer. 
[image: Was Jesus A Wesleyan? | James McGrath]
Wesley believed and preached that infant baptism is appropriate.
Mark 10:13-16 “And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.”   
16. How did the disciples react to this situation? (10:13)
Click or tap here to enter text.

17. How did Jesus respond to the disciples sending the children away? (10:14)
Click or tap here to enter text.

18. What unique connection do children have to the kingdom of God? (10:14)
Click or tap here to enter text.

Tradition: Children were baptised up to the time of the Reformation. The three major theologians of the Reformation, Luther, Calvin and Zwingli, all believed in infant baptism.  
Acts 16:27-34 “When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.” 
19. Do you think that children may have been included with the Jailer's household? (16:27–30)
Click or tap here to enter text.




Reason: Circumcision is the outward sign of God's Covenant with Abraham. Circumcision was administered to infant boys at eight days old. The Covenant with Abraham was the beginning of Salvation. Baptism is the sign of the New Covenant. Baptism included salvation for women. Would it make sense to exclude infants?
Acts 8:12 “But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” 
20. When Philip preached about Christ, what did the people do? (8:12)
Click or tap here to enter text.

Experience
Psalm 8:2 “Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger.” 
21. Are children capable of praising God? (8:2)
Click or tap here to enter text.
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